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Have you seen float chargers? They’re those little devices that you connect to a battery 
that is not being used for a while. They are not designed to charge your battery; 
designed to maintain the charge in your battery, so it will be ready whenever you need 
it. That idea, of being in a state of readiness, is where we are landing today. In 
Ephesians 6, we read of the full armor of God, beginning with the belt of truth and the 
breastplate of righteousness. Then in verse 15, we read, “And, as shoes for your feet, 
having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.” The construction of this 
verse makes it somewhat difficult to interpret, but the idea seems to be saying that you 
need to be ready, and that readiness comes from the gospel of peace. 
 
Consider what God’s Word tells you to be ready for, and perhaps you will quickly find 
two things emerging at the top of your list. The first thing that each individual must be 
ready for is the 2nd coming of Jesus Christ. Matthew 24:44 says, “Therefore you also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 
Being prepared is not a state of willingness; it is a state of readiness. It means being 
ready to go, right now. Think about what you do when you have a vacation coming. You 
plan the itinerary, pack your bags, put a hold on your mail, and finally start tackling 
that mountain of laundry. You have those ‘packing’ things to do because you don’t live 
in a state of readiness to go on vacation. Don’t feel bad; no one does. But then again, we 
aren’t supposed to be ready for vacation at the drop of a hat, are we? But we are told 
that Jesus’ return will be sudden, like lightning flashes (Matt 24:27, 1 Cor. 15:52), at a 
time that you don’t expect (Matt 24:36) to redeem those who are ready (Heb 9:28, 
Matt 24:44). When Jesus returns, you won’t have time to get ready – not 10 minutes – 
not even 10 seconds. You’ve got to be prepared right now. Live in a state of readiness; 
Jesus is coming again. 
 
The second thing that you must be ready for at any moment is to be ready to explain 
why you believe what you believe. 1 Peter 3:15 says, “But in your hearts honor Christ 
the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for 
a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.” Are you 
ready to defend your faith right now? In this very moment? That’s what Peter is saying. 
Be ready! 
 
Last week, I got a knock on my door and found that I had a visitor from a religious 
organization, hoping to talk to me about her group’s views on happiness in this life and 
the possibility of living forever. I like to think that I was polite, but clear that we 
believed things differently than those which their organization has taught them. She 
thanked me for answering the door and said, ‘have a nice day,’ and that was that. 
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But how will you respond when you get that knock on your door? Invite them in? 
Accept their materials? (Even if you have no intentions of keeping them) Slam the door 
in their faces? Accuse them of being in a cult? Seek out future opportunities to hear 
their claims and converse about what Scripture says about those topics? That can be 
intimidating, but if we are all called to be ministers of the gospel message, and God 
brings a willing audience to your door, maybe you have an obligation and opportunity 
to witness to them in love. Be ready! 
 
Be ready, because while we are in a spiritual war right now (and always), sometimes a 
warrior’s job is to deliver a message. Think of Peter’s words in 1 Peter 5:8, wherein he 
said, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” You’re not going to talk down a lion, but you 
can be prepared to reason with someone whom that lion has deceived into believing 
something that is simply not true. The person knocking on your door or challenging 
your faith at the gym or over coffee or on the sidewalk is not your enemy; your 
common enemy is a master of deception, who wants people to simply believe what 
they are being told by their church or their favorite speaker or their preferred study 
guide or commentary. 
 
God’s Word is truth. In it, you will find your answers. That being said, some 
organizations have chosen to re-write God’s Word to suit their beliefs. Not every 
translation you can buy is authentic! Be careful – there is a master of deception out 
there who makes cow pies look like moon pies and brings it to the doorstep of your 
heart. 
 
Know what you believe and why. The enemy seeks to distract you, to discourage you, to 
deceive you, and in the end, to devour you. Don’t fall for it. Just because someone 
standing behind a pulpit or with a bunch of letters after his/her name says something, 
that does not mean you should blindly accept it. If it doesn’t line up with God’s Word, 
you don’t want it in your mind, in your heart, in your life. 
 
Memorize pertinent Scripture references. After all, if you only know and believe what 
your organization (or your church) is telling you, how can you argue against someone 
else who is only saying what their organization has told them? Study, memorize, speak, 
and arm yourself with God’s Word! Psalm [119:11] 
 
Wrap yourself in truth. How do you know that your car is actually yours? Do you 
remember paying for it? Have you been driving it for some time now? That’s personal 
experience. But you also have objective proof, don’t you?  For example, you have a title 
with your name on the back somewhere, right? 
 
When it comes to defending your faith, your personal experience matters. After all, that is 
why you chose to believe what you believe, and how it has shown up in your life over 
the years. But objective proof is what enables you to defend what you believe. Do not be 
satisfied to believe what you’ve always believed, or what your church or your pastor or 



your favorite commentator tells you. Again, if you do that, how are you any different 
than a person who blindly follows what their organization tells them and refuses to 
engage in conversation? 
 
Live in a state of constant preparedness, memorizing God’s Word and surrounding 
yourself with the truth of who God is, and what He has done and said. You may need to 
defend your faith today – are you ready? You are a minister of the gospel of peace 
through Jesus Christ, to a world that desperately needs to hear the good news of 
salvation, hope, love, and peace in Jesus Christ. 
 
Romans 10:13-15 – “For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.’ 14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it 
is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
 
Roman sandal had nails on the underside, something like football cleats, to help grip 
the ground, even when it was sloped or slippery. What do you have that holds you firm 
in your faith when challenges come? Is it merely tradition? Involvement? Yourself? Or 
is it something more? Allow Jesus Christ to be you anchor, so that you will have the 
peace of knowing that you are on firm footing. Be ready, in season and out, to give a 
reason, explanation, or defense for your faith. Be ready for Jesus’ return, when He will 
call those who are His own to come to Him, to be with Him in His kingdom forever, and 
be ready to help others prepare for that moment as well. 

 
  

Takeaways from this message. 
 

Be ready for the SECOND COMING of Christ 
• Being prepared is not a state of WILLINGNESS; it is a state of READINESS. 

 
Be ready to explain WHY you believe what you believe. 

• Sometimes a warrior’s job is to DELIVER a MESSAGE. 
 

How to be ready for ‘the knock’ 
• Know what you BELIEVE and why 
• Memorize PERTINENT Scripture references 
• Wrap yourself in TRUTH. 

o When it comes to defending your faith, your PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 
matters 

o OBJECTIVE PROOF enables you to defend what you believe. 

 
 
 



DIG IN! 

Here are some farm-fresh questions that will help you to personalize and apply 
this morning’s message. 

 
1. What was most surprising, unexpected, or helpful from today’s 

passage/message? Why? 
 

2. When someone with religious views that differ from yours come knocking 
on your door, how can you seize that as an opportunity to share the good 
news of salvation in Jesus Christ? 

 
3. When you have questions regarding your faith, where is the best place to 

turn? If you still do not have clarity, where do you turn? 
 

4. Can books about turtles be softcover, or do they need to be hardback? 
 

5. Read Isaiah 52:7 and Romans 10:15. What do these verses have to say that 
relates to Ephesians 6:15? 

 
6. What is one way in which Satan might seek to attack the peace that you 

have as a believer in Jesus Christ? How do you fend off these attacks? 
 

7. What have you learned through your personal time of Bible reading this 
week?  

 


