Meal Times Are A Mind Trip
Luke 14:1-24
June 16, 2024 Pastor Art Dunn

This passage will show us that ideas that we have, can cut us off from experiencing the
power of God in our life and limit our spiritual application. And Jesus takes ideas the
people have and confronts them about what they think.

SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 14:1-24 NIV
Jesus at a Pharisee’s House
e 1 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he

was being carefully watched. > There in front of him was a man suffering from
abnormal swelling of his body. 3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the

law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” % But they remained silent. So,
taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his way.

>Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the
Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?” ® And they had nothing to say.
"When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told
them this parable: @ “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the
place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. ° If
so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person
your seat.” Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. 1°But
when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will
say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.” Then you will be honored in the
presence of all the other guests. ! For all those who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

12Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite
your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you
do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. * But when you give a
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, * and you will be
blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of
the righteous.”

The Parable of the Great Banquet

1>When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is
the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”

e Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many

guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been
invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’
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e 18“But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a
field, and | must go and see it. Please excuse me.’

e Y “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’'m on my way to try
them out. Please excuse me.’

e 20“Stijll another said, ‘I just got married, so | can’t come.’

e 21“The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the
house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and
alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’

e 22“'Sjr’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’

e 23“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and
compel them to come in, so that my house will be full. 2*1 tell you, not one of those
who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.”

MAIN IDEA

Jesus Will Lead Us In A Discussion...
A good discussion is an adventure.
Jesus will lead us in discussion that unleashes the power of God.
Jesus will call into question ideas that we have that hold God captive.

That Unleashes The Healing Power Of God...

e ..That Frees Us From Seeking Social Status...
The ideas we have can cut us off from what God wants for us.
God doesn’t need my approval. | don’t need social approval to live my life.
Don’t be controlled by social status. Social status can be bondage.

e ..That Inspires Expressions Of Sincere Giving...
When we give up control, we are free to give.
Do things for those who can’t repay.

e ...And Calls Us To Genuinely Respond To God.
Stop making excuses in responding to what God calls you to do or gives
you opportunity to do.
An excuse is the skin of a reason stuffed with a lie.

Lesson takeaway: My small ideas about God can block His power in my life.
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CONCLUSION:

Every Sermon Should Have Something To

¢ | Leaned...
My small ideas about God can block His power.
When | stop trying to control God, | am free to give myself to God and
people.
That | can be interested in wrong things.

+ | Believe ...
God leads me in discussion to help me get my beliefs straight.
He helps me when | can’t do it.

+ |1Seek To Do ...
Be careful of what excuses we give.
Freely give to God and people.

The benefit of the dinner parties is that it gives us a snapshot in our Lord’s life and how
practical and down to earth Jesus was.

Our life is not a storage bin, but a dispenser.
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